What is it all? Thomas Campion
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What is it all that men pos- sess, a- mong them- selves con- vers- ing?

If wea-ry, they pre- pare us rest; if sick, their hand at- tends us.

What pret- ty babes with pain they bear, our name and form pre- sen- ting,

All  this of whose large use 1 sing in two words is  ex- pres- sed:
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Wealth or Fame or some such boast scarce wor- thy the re- hears- ing.

When with grief our hearts are press'd, their com- fort best be- friends us.
What we get, how wise they keep; by spar- ing, wants pre- vent- ing.
"Good wife" is the good I praise, if by good men pos- ses- sed.
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Wo- men on- ly are men's good, with them in love con- vers- ing.
Sweet or sour, they wil- ling go to share what For- tune sends  us.
Sort- ing all their house- hold cares to our ob- serv'd con- tent-  ing.
Bad with bad in ill  suit well, but good with good live bless- ed.
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Third book of ayres (1617), #14. Encoded and edited by Sarge Gerbode.



