Love me or not

Thomas Campion
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Love me or not, love her 1 must, or die.
All my de- sire, all my de- light should be
Could I en- chant, and that it law- ful were,
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Leave me or not, fol- low her needs must L.
Her to en- joy, her to u- nite to me.
Her would I charm soft- ly that none should hear.
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O that her grace would my wish'd com- forts give!
En- vy should cease, her would I love a- lone;
But love en- forc'd rare- ly yields firm- con- tent,
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How rich in her, how hap- py should I live.
Who  loves by looks is sel- dom true to one.
So  would I love that nei- ther should re- pent.
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Fourth book of ayres (1617), #10. Encoded and edited by Sarge Gerbode.




