It was a time when silly bees

Words ascribed to Robert, Earl of Essex John Dowland
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It was a time when sil- - ly bees could speak;
Then thus I buzz'd when thyme - no sap would give:
"My liege, gods grant thy time - may nev- er  end!
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And n that  time, I was a sil- ly bee
"Why should this bless- ed thyme to me be dry,
And  yet vouch- safe to hear ~my plaint of  thyme,
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Third book of ayres (1603), #18. Encoded and edited by Sarge Gerbode.
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